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Orlando E. Silva, M.D., J.D., a medical Hematologist/Oncologist specializing in breast cancer, and is faculty of the University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine as Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine, Division of Hematology/Oncology and director of UM/Sylvester’s Breast Cancer Education Program. Dr. Silva’s clinical practice focuses on breast cancer with emphasis on patient care and education.

He is the author of "Breast Cancer - A Practical Guide", written for practicing oncologists, primary care physicians, oncology fellows, and the educated patient. The book is currently in its third edition, translated into three languages and has become the international handbook on breast cancer. It has sold thousands of copies worldwide. 

Dr. Silva received his medical degree from Northwestern University, and after completing his internal medicine residency at the University of Michigan, went on to complete his hematology/oncology fellowship at Duke University in 1994. While maintaining a full schedule of patients, Dr. Silva received his law degree in May 2000 from the University of Miami School of Law in an effort to one day serve as a patient advocate.

Dr. Silva has received numerous awards, including the Iron Arrow Award in October 2008, the highest Award given by the University of Miami; the Bruce A. Jones Award and the Bronze Beeper Award for Excellence in Teaching both from the University of Michigan and a visiting professorship in oncology at Ospedale Santa Maria delle Croci in Italy in 1995. He is a diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine, Hematology and Oncology. Silva also is a member of numerous national and international scientific societies, including the American Society of Clinical Oncology and European Society of Mastology.

Missionary Medicine- Humanitarian Relief:
Dr. Silva founded The Emmaus Medical Mission in 2002 with a dual purpose. First, to provide direct medical relief to underserved areas throughout Latin America by taking University Professors and community physicians, residents, fellows, medical students, and pre-medical students as well as dentists, nurses, volunteers, surgical instruments and medications directly to the affected areas every six to twelve months. Every person participating pays their own way and uses their own vacation time. 

The second goal of the mission is not only to train and educate our own participating interns, residents and medical students, but also the local physicians, residents-in-training, and medical students from that country that join us during the mission as a clinical rotation. Every student and Resident is encouraged to keep a notebook with the log of medical cases and to ask at least one question per case. Every attending is encouraged to teach at least a pearl per case. Our hope is that through their repeated exposure to caring, involved world experts in different fields of medicine they will learn valuable information that could be passed on to their community until the medical mission returns. In the future, perhaps those Latin American physicians who excel may be offered a three-month exchange training program in a specialty of their liking at the University of Miami. 

I have a secondary appointment and became a member of the advisory board for a UM group called “MAIA for MAYA,” a group of UM students getting a masters degree, which as a part of their curriculum are learning how to write grants and participate in the medical missions assisting with logistical support such as creating databases and assisting in the hands on work needed. On the basis of this cooperation I was offered a secondary appointment in MAIA.

The Emmaus Medical Mission became part of the Jay Weiss Center for Social Medicine and Health Equity in August 2008 and I received a dual appointment at the same time.

Thus far, professors of medicine, pediatrics, and surgery have participated from the following Universities, as well as residents and medical students, pre-medical students, nurses, nursing students and pharmacists:


University of Miami, FL


Bowman Gray Medical School, NC


University of Gent, Belgium


University of North Carolina, NC


Georgetown Medical School, DC


Johns Hopkins Medical School, MD


University of Pittsburgh, PN


University of Colorado, CO. 


Florida International University, FL


Universidad Cientifica del Sur, Peru


Universidad Alas Peruanas, Peru


University of Florida


Universidad de San Martin de Porres, Peru


Universidad Cayetano Heredia, Peru


Brock University Ontario, Canada


Florida State University


Loyola University Medical Center Chicago


Universidad de Baja California, Mexico


Ross University, Dominica


Ponce School of Medicine, Puerto Rico


University of Texas


New Jersey Medical School


University of Colorado


University of El Salvador


University of Ecuador


Universidad San Martin de Porres, Peru


Universidad Ricardo Palma, Peru


Universidad Cientifica del Sur, Peru
To date, 14 medical missions have been conducted to the mountains of Guatemala. Peru was incorporated in October 2006 and thus far has had 5 medical missions. Ecuador was incorporated in August 2008 and thus far has 3 medical missions and Haiti was incorporated April 2010. 

Due to the epidemic number of cases of autism in Guatemala, we began building the First outpatient clinic for Autism and other pervasive neurological disorders in Central America and recently completed the construction of the first floor. We are currently treating 112 children a day with speech therapy, physical therapy, sensorial therapy and psychological therapy who received 700 therapies per week at no cost to them. The children also receive free transportation and lunch.
Silva’s Army:
Breast Cancer Advocacy group composed mainly by my patients and their family members and friends dedicated to the education of the community on early screening and how to prevent the occurrence or reoccurrence of Breast Cancer. This is accomplished by creating a nutritional and exercise guide that is updated and e-mailed once a month which they continue to dispense among support groups. Also by raising funds for research for the purpose of obtaining Digital Mammograms for women without resources. 
I also walk with my patients twice a year in October during “Making Strides against Breast Cancer” and in Susan G. Komen Walk. I do the breast cancer ½ Marathon in February in honor of all my patients and to raise awareness and funds to fight breast cancer.
Contact Information:





University of Miami


Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine�Email: o.silva@umiami.edu


Phone: 305.243-4909











